






Menno Henneveld has retired as the inaugural Chairman of the ASTT after more than two decades of 
dedicated service. Here Trenchless Australasia reviews some of the highlights of his career and talks 
with key people from the industry regarding Mr Henneveld’s extensive contribution to both Trenchless 
Technology and the ASTT.

reticulated sewerage and water supply. 
The formidable trenchless duo became 
reacquainted when Mr Pace joined Mr 
Henneveld’s Major Projects Branch in 1991 
as Project Co-ordinator. 

Mr Pace remembers “It was here that 
Menno asked me to form a Society for 
Trenchless Technology, which I did – even 
though I had no idea of what the term 
‘Trenchless Technology’ meant.”

Mr Henneveld said “Throughout the 
development of ASTT and its ongoing 
involvement with ISTT, Jeff Pace – secretary 
and treasurer of ASTT over the past 20 
years – has been of an enormous help, 
assistance and support and ASTT would not 
be in its current sound position without the 
generous amount of time he has put in.”

On 11 March 1991, the Australian 
Society for Trenchless Technology was 
incorporated under Mr Henneveld’s 
direction. Membership consisted of 13 
Corporate and 20 Individuals. 

In October 1991, ASTT conducted its 
first council meeting that was held in 
Brisbane with 20 attendees. This meet-
ing was also attended by a delegation of 
members of the JSTT, led by Dr Toyama. 
This provided encouragement for the ASTT, 
and the first business planning session was 
conducted at this workshop. 

The first National Conference and 
Exhibition was held in Melbourne in 
September 1992. In 1994, at the second 
Conference and Exhibition, the name of 
the Society was changed from Australia to 
Australasian to include the rapidly develop-
ing New Zealand trenchless industry.

Mr Henneveld identified that for, the 
future of the ASTT, the association needed 
to consider the following:

•	 Uniform standards and guidelines to the 
trenchless industry;

•	 Promotion of Trenchless Technology to 
the tertiary institutions;

•	 Developing a register of services avail-
able in Australia and New Zealand; and

•	 Linking ASTT with similar groups of interest.
Mr Henneveld said in 1996 that 

“Trenchless technologies offer alterna-
tives to other ways of working on utilities 
underground and we need to force envi-
ronmental and social cost considerations 
onto the decision page of every project 
study. I have found it rewarding to speak 
to decision makers in environmental reg-
ulatory agencies, advising them of the 
availability of trenchless technologies.

“They now ask utilities and contrac-
tors when submitting Environmental 
Management Plans whether trenchless 
options have been considered. If trenchless 
is not an option, then it is not chosen, but 
the right questions have been asked.”

Since 1991, the ASTT has held seven 
national and two International Conference 
and Exhibitions in Australia. In October 
2000, ASTT conducted the successful 
No-Dig 2000 in Perth, Western Australia. 
This was the first No-Dig to be held in the 
southern hemisphere. 

Memories of Menno
Mr Pace said “Menno will be missed from 

my perspective as I have had an extremely 
close involvement with him since 1991. 
Perhaps what I will miss the most is his 

extraordinary ability to come up with stra-
tegic and sometimes out-of-box ideas that 
most mortals would never consider when 
posed with an idea or concept. Menno has 
the ability to visualise the big picture and for 
this he will be missed.”

As for the future of the industry, Mr 
Henneveld said “In the longer term I 
hope, but cannot guarantee, that the envi-
ronmental and social benefits of using 
trenchless techniques will become increas-
ingly in demand and that government 
practices will dictate that open cut will slowly 
become the exception rather than the rule. 
It is the responsibility of trenchless technolo-
gists themselves to make this happen.

“It is nonetheless encouraging to see that 
most larger civil contracting organisations 
have ready access to the range of no-dig 
technologies, and this growth is occurring 
in parallel with an ever growing number 
of specialist trenchless contracting firms. If 
there is a trenchless solution then any utility, 
anywhere in the world can conceivably have 
access to it.”

On a personal note, Mr Henneveld said 
“None of this interest or involvement in both 
my career and Trenchless Technology would 
have been possible without the loving sup-
port of my wife, Monika.”

Mr Henneveld arrived in Australia 
in 1952 as the son of a Dutch 
emigrant, and grew up in country 

Western Australia. He graduated from the 
University of Western Australia with a bach-
elor’s degree in civil engineering in 1968 
and started his career with the Public Works 
Department of Western Australia.

After a career path that had a strong 
focus on the operations and maintenance 
of water supplies, wastewater schemes and 
irrigation and drainage schemes, as well 
as program and project delivery in water 
infrastructure, he became heavily involved 
in Trenchless Technology in 1987. As a 
senior manager for the Water Authority of 
Western Australia, he was responsible for 
the purchase and deployment of micro-
tunnelling equipment, a responsibility that 
later increased to cover the application of 
Trenchless Technology on all of the State’s 
water and wastewater programs.

This interest in Trenchless Technology led 
to an involvement with other trenchless pro-
fessionals in the emerging industry that saw 
Mr Henneveld become the inaugural chair-
man of the Australian (later Australasian) 
Society for Trenchless Technology (ASTT), 
which started in early 1991 and was sub-
sequently affiliated with the ISTT, also in 
1991.

After some 38 years in the water industry 
in Western Australia, Mr Henneveld was 
appointed to the position of Commissioner 
for Main Roads, Western Australia in 
December 2002. Mr Henneveld said at the 
time that “There have been many interest-
ing opportunities to introduce Trenchless 
Technology to the transport industry and I 
am confident we will see a closer interest in 
the technology from this sector.”

Trenchless Technology surfaces in 
Australasia

Mr Henneveld was involved with early 
applications of horizontal thrust boring 
in the 1970s, but his real interest in 

Trenchless Technology was sparked by an 
extremely challenging deep sewer project 
in the Perth suburb of Huntingdale in 1987. 
The solution involved a form of slurry shield 
microtunnelling, guidance from interna-
tional experts was essential. 

As the benefits of the new technologies 
became more widely known, their use 
increased across Australasia. In October 
1989, a technical sub-committee of the 
Water Resources Council conducted a two-
day seminar on Trenchless Technology in 
Perth, Western Australia. Despite a national 
air strike at the time, the seminar attracted 
some 160 delegates from across Australia. 
At a panel discussion with delegates at 
the conclusion of the seminar, it was 
agreed that an Australian Society should 
be formed.  

Mr Henneveld met Jeff Pace, Secretary 
of the ASTT, in 1972 at Mandurah, Western 
Australia. Both men were working for the 
Public Works Department (now the Water 
Corporation of Western Australia) on a 
series of projects of supplying the town with 
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Instrumental in the ISTT
In the late 1980s a challenging deep 

sewer project in Perth led to a meeting 
of international minds.

Mr Henneveld remembers that “It was 
during this period that I met Dr Kurose 

of Iseki and Dr Toyama, Chairman 
of the Japan Society for Trenchless 

Technology (JSTT), who came to Perth 
to advise us on the best way forward in 
selecting the appropriate methodology. 
The final application of the Super-Mini 
Microtunnelling machine by Okumura 

proved very successful.
“As a consequence I attended the 

International No-Dig in Osaka, Japan in 
1990 to present a paper on ‘Super-Mini- 

Tunnelling in Perth’.” 
Mr Henneveld became involved with the 
ISTT after meeting Ted Flaxman, founder 

and Chairman of ISTT in 

Osaka at his first No-Dig International 
Conference and Exhibition on Trenchless 

Technology in 1990, where he also 
chaired a conference session for ISTT. Mr 
Flaxman provided great encouragement 

to form an Australian Society for 
Trenchless Technology.

As Chairman of ASTT, Mr Henneveld 
served on the International Board and 

in 1993 chaired a Working Group 
to produce ISTT’s first Strategic Plan 
in 1994. In 1998, he was appointed 

one of two Vice Presidents of ISTT and 
joined the Executive Sub Committee 
in October 1999. Mr Henneveld was 
elected ISTT Vice Chairman in May 

2002 in Copenhagen and took over for 
Ray Sterling as Chairman in September 
2005 in Rotterdam. He served as ISTT 

Chairman until June 2008.

Menno and the ASTT
The ASTT was incorporated 1991 

Menno engaged Jason Consultants 
to undertake a series of educational 

trenchless seminars in February 1995
The first issue of the Directory of 
Services published was in 1997

The ASTT obtained a domain name 
and a presence on the internet in 

January 1998
The first full colour ASTT newsletter 
was published in February 2000

The ASTT five year strategic plan was 
developed in April 2000

In October 2000, the International 
No-Dig was held in Perth.

In April 2001, Menno initiated the 
creation of an interactive Training 

and Educational CD for engineering 
students for use at tertiary institutions 
In September 2001, the ISTT Strategic 

Plan was developed
Trenchless competencies were initiated 

in February 2002.
Trenchless Australasia magazine was 

first published in 2004.
The ASTT received an ISTT No-Dig 
award in the category ‘Academic 

Research or Training Aid’.
In 2006, the International No-Dig was 

held in Brisbane
In 2008 saw Sydney host the 7th 
National ASTT Conference and 

Exhibition.

“It has been a pleasure to work with 
Menno during my time as ASTT NSW 

Councillor.
It was his drive and initiative that saw 

the setting up of the ASTT and has 
led to the prominent position it now 
enjoys in the international Trenchless 

Technology community.
Menno will have many highlights to 
look back on during his tenure. A 

long list of achievements has perhaps 
been crowned by his Chairmanship 

of the ISTT and being named by 
Engineers Australia as one of 

Australia’s most influential engineers.
For ASTT members, the international 

conferences held in Perth and 
Brisbane offered the chance to show 

our industry to the world. It is no 
surprise that Menno’s career has 

continued onwards and upwards and 
we certainly wish him well into the 

future.”

 – John Monro, ASTT Councillor 
New South Wales and Business 

Development Manager for Interflow 

“Menno was the inspirational leader 
of the ASTT and the concepts of 

trenchless worldwide. He was always 
willing to have a conversation with 

anyone on the society’s endeavours, 
new technology, what’s a great wine 
or any other matter of interest. He 
was informed and respected for 

listening and not being a technocrat 
or being of polarised opinion.
His presence with Monika at 

our functions and international 
conferences portrayed a high profile 
for the professionalism of the society 

and when Menno spoke, all listened...
these are big shoes to fill – but the 

scene has been set and Menno will be 
remembered and missed.”

 
– Andy Krumins, ASTT Councillor 

Queensland and  Manager of 
Strategic Planning, Policy and 
Innovation for Brisbane Water 

Menno Henneveld speaking at 
Trenchless Australasia 09.
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Corporate Membership		  Individual Membership

First Name:				  

Last Name:

Position:				  

Company:

Address:

Postcode:				    State/Country:

Work No:				    Fax No:

Mobile No:				  

Email Address:			 

Web Address:

There are currently two levels of membership availableThe Society is a non-profit organisation 
and either Corporate or Individual mem-
bership is open to all who are concerned 
with the provision of gas, water, sewerage, 
drainage, telecommunications and electri-
cal services. In the past, this has involved  
consultants, contractors, material and 
equipment manufacturers, public authori-
ties at all levels of government and those 
engaged in research and development for 
underground systems.

The principal objectives of the Society 
are to: 
•	 Advance the science and practice of 

Trenchless Technology for the public 
benefit; 	

•	 Provide a forum in Australia and 
New Zealand for the interchange of 
knowledge and skills in the field of 
Trenchless Technology; 

•	 Arrange or sponsor meetings, con-
ferences and symposia on subjects 
consistent with the objectives of the 
Society; 

•	 Encourage the interchange of spe-
cialist knowledge and practices in 
Trenchless Technology within Australia, 
New Zealand and overseas; 

•	 Liaise and establish affiliations with 
related organisations, both within 
Australia, New Zealand and overseas; 
and,

•	 Encourage education, training and 
research.

About the ASTT

EFT payments can be made to:

National Australia Bank

143 Oxford Street,  

Leederville, WA, 6007

Account Name: Australasian Society  

for Trenchless Technology

BSB Number: 086-297

Account Number: 50-656-6634

*Note for New Zealand Members Only: The 

amounts quoted for New Zealand member-

ships includes the Australian bank processing 

and conversion fees that are applied.

GST NOTE: GST only applies to Australian 

Memberships. The amounts quoted above for 

Australian Memberships include the 10% GST

Membership forms are also available online 

at www.astt.com.au.

Membership Application Form - Please detach or make a photocopy and send to the ASTT

The Australasian Society     for Trenchless Technology
Corporate Membership
The benefits of Corporate Membership 
to the Australasian Society of Trenchless 
Technology include: 
•	 You can have a maximum of any 

5 people from your organisation 
included under your membership. 

•	 Trenchless International Magazine -    
4  issues per year

•	 I.S.T.T Year Book acknowledgement.
•	 Maintenance of the ASTT database to 

showcase the capabilities of member 
companies on the ASTT's website

•	 Acknowledgement in ASTT's Trenchless 
Australasia Magazine

•	 Discount rates at National Conferences 
and Exhibition. 

•	 Discount rates at ISTT International 
No-Digs.

•	 Discounted rates for advertising in the 

ASTT's Trenchless Australasia
•	 A communication network to keep 

abreast of the advancement of the 
science and practices of Trenchless 
Technology throughout the world. 

Individual Membership
The benefits of Individual Membership 
to the Australasian Society of Trenchless 
Technology include: 
•	 Trenchless International Magazine -    

4 issues per year
•	 Discount rates at National Conferences 

and Exhibition. 
•	 Discount rates at ISTT International 

No-Digs. 
•	 A communication network to keep 

abreast of the advancement of the 
science and practices of Trenchless 
Technology throughout the world.

Membership Subscription Rates

Jan 1 - Dec 31 April 1 - Dec 31 July 1 - Dec 31 Oct 1 - Dec 31

Corporate  
Australian  

GST Inclusive
AUD$594.00 AUD$462.00 AUD$330.00 AUD$198.00

Corporate  
New Zealand

NZ$680.00* NZ$530.00* NZ$330.00* NZ$220.00*

Individual 
Australian  

GST Inclusive
AUD$148.50 AUD$115.00 AUD$82.50 AUD$49.50

Individual  
New Zealand

NZ$180.00* NZ$140.00* NZ$100.00* NZ$60.00*

Upcoming Events

Corporate Members
Abigroup Contractors Pty Ltd
AJ Lucas Operations Pty Ltd
APA Group
Arogen Pty Ltd
Atteris Pty Ltd
Austeck Pty Ltd
Australian Mud Company Ltd
Barry Bros.
Berry Pipelines Pty Ltd
Bothar Boring
Brisbane Water
C.D. Operations Pty Ltd
Calibre Projects
City West Water Ltd
CLM Trenchless
Country Energy Gas Pty Ltd
Daly's Constructions (Australia) Pty Ltd
Delta Contracting Services
Digital Control - Australia
Ditch Witch Australia Pty Ltd
Diversified Services Australia
Dormway Pty Ltd
Drillers World Australia
Drilline Pty Ltd
Energex Limited
Energy Australia
Fulton Hogan Pty Ltd
Fusion Hire Services
George Fischer Pty Ltd
GHD Pty Ltd
Global Pipe
H & H Contractors Ltd
Hard Metal Industries Pty Ltd

Hard Metals Australia Pty Limited
Harker Underground Construction Ltd
Hobart City Council
Humes
Humes Pipeline Systems
IDS Ingegneria Dei Sistemi S.p.A
Infrastructure Constructions
Insituform Pacific Limited
Interflow Pty Ltd
Iplex Pipelines Australia Pty Ltd
Iplex Pipelines New Zealand
Ipswich Water
ISCO Industries
JB Sales International Limited
JB Sales International Pty Ltd
John Holland Tunnelling
Kellogg Brown & Root Pty Ltd
Kembla Watertech Pty Ltd
Lincoln Specialty Chemicals
Logan City Council
Mactek Radiodetection
Main Roads Western Australia
Maunsell Australia Pty Ltd
McCourt Dando Pty Ltd
MWH
North Shore City Council
Nu Flow Technologies 2000 Pty Ltd
PB
Perma-Liner Industries Australia Pty Ltd
Pezzimenti Laserbore Pty Ltd
PIHA Pty Ltd
Pipe Replacement Solutions Pty Ltd
PipeWorks

Quinn Civil Pty Ltd
R & R  McClure Excavations
RePipe Pty Ltd
Rib Loc Australia Pty Ltd (SA)
Ridge Tool Australia
Rob Carr Pty Ltd
Rock Drilling Australia Pty Ltd
Rod Davies Infrastructure
SA Water
Scarriff Pipelines Pty Ltd
Schauenburg - Mab
Sewer Equipment Company (Aust)
Southern Civil Ltd
Sydney Water
Tenix Alliance Pty Ltd
TT Asia Pacific Pty Ltd
Tunnel Boring Australia Pty Ltd
Tyco Water Pty Ltd
UEA Pty Ltd
Underground Asset Services Pty Ltd
Underground Services Australia
Unimin Australia Ltd
'us' - Utility Services
Veolia Water Network Services
Vermeer (WA & NT)
Vermeer Australia
Vinidex  Pty Limited
Vortex Pipes Ltd
Water Corporation
Watercare Services Ltd
Webb Excavations Pty Ltd
WestNet Energy Pty Ltd
Winslow Infrastructure

Trenchless Australasia 2009
Melbourne Park, Melbourne
20 - 22 September 2009
www.trenchless2009.com

Trenchless Technologies 
in the Asia Pacific
Hong Kong SAR, China
18 - 19 November 2009
www.chkstt.org

NASTT No-Dig Show 2010
Chicago, United States
2 - 7 May 2010
www.nodigshow.com

International No-Dig 2010
Singapore
8 - 10 November 2010
www.nodigsingapore.com
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Features Utility Region focus
Products & 

Services
Deadline

Sept
2009

ASTT 
Conference Issue

HDD

Drilling Fluid

Water Victoria

Drilling Fluid

Pipe repair

Utility location

14 August 
2009

Dec 
2009

Asset 
Management

Tunnelling

CIPP

Communications New Zealand

Manholes

Pipe 
maintenance

9 October 
2009

March 
2010

Environment and 
Sustainability

Relining Options

Pipe equipment

Electricity and 
Gas

Queensland

HDD Equipment

Vacuum 
Equipment

12 February 
2010

June 
2010

CCTV Inspection 
& Condition 
Assessment

Pipe replacement

Moling, auger 
boring, and 

more

Wastewater
Western 
Australia

Root Control

Pipe & Conduit

7 May 
2010

Coming in future issues

ADVERTISERS INDEX

I would like to subscribe to Trenchless Australasia:
(This includes 4 issues, plus the Directory [and online news])

	 Please invoice me

	 I have enclosed a cheque/draft for..............................payable to 
	 Great Southern Press Pty Ltd

Annual subscription for Trenchless Australasia:
Australia & New Zealand- AUD $99.00 (inc 10% GST)
Southeast Asia - AUD $119.00
Rest of World - AUD $139.00

Individual copies of the Directory:
Australia & New Zealand- AUD $49.00 (inc 10% GST)
Southeast Asia & Rest of World - AUD $59.00

Please either detach this page or make a photocopy and send to:
Great Southern Press Pty Ltd
GPO Box 4967 Melbourne VIC 3001
Phone: (03) 9248 5100 Int. +61 3 9248 5100
Fax: (03) 9602 2708 Int. +61 3 9602 2708
Email: query@trenchless-australasia.com
Web: www.trenchless-australasia.com

AB Equipment
Advanced Utility Solutions Pty Ltd T/A 	
	 SebaKMT AUS
Austeck Pty Ltd
Baroid Industrial Drilling Products
DCS Manufacturing Pty Ltd
Ditch Witch Australia
DTH Products Pty Ltd
Drainchem
East Coast Pipe Supplies
Fernco Environmental/Flex-Seal
Friatec AG
Global Pipe Australia
Hard Metal Industries
HDD Broker and HDD Auction
Hermes Technologie GmbH & Co. KG
Herrenknecht AG
IDS Australasia
Insituform Pacific Limited
Interflow Pty Ltd
ITS Trenchless
J B Sales International P/L
JR & LM Trackson P/L
Kembla Watertech Pty Ltd
MacCormick Civil & Tunnelling 
	 - now WDS
Melfred Borzall
Minova CarboTech GmbH
Nuflow Technologies 2000 Pty Ltd
PPI Corporation Pty Ltd
RePipe Pty Ltd
Rib Loc Australia Pty Ltd
Sewer Equipment Company Australia 	
	 (SECA)
Shoota Trenchless Drilling
Singapore International Water Week 	
	 (SIWW)
Starky Constructions P/L
Terrramacs Ltd
The Robbins Company
Total Drain Cleaning Pty Ltd
Trelleborg Engineered Systems Australia
Trenchless Advisor Pty Ltd
Trenchless Australasia 09
Tsubaki Australia Pty. Limited
TT Asia Pacific
Tunnel Boring Australia Pty Ltd
UEA Pty Ltd
Veolia Water Network Services
Vermeer Sales & Service
Vortex Pipes Limited
Water Infrastructure Group
Winslow Infrastructure Pty Ltd
Zublin (Thailand) Co. Ltd

15

46
7
45
51
35
57
39
52
54
12
IBC
50
25
14
3
63
48
1
19
5
17
27

42
47
10
41
58
33
13

21
20

59
60
36
IFC
11
53
18
73
44
31
28
37
30
9, OBC
29
61
65
49

*Please note the updated deadlines.

Name:

Job Title:

Company:

Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:
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